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CARNARVON - GOVERNMENT COMMITMENTS 
Statement 

HON VINCENT CATANIA (Mining and Pastoral) [9.45 pm]:  The residents of Carnarvon and I welcomed 
the announcement by the Minister for the Kimberley, Pilbara and Gascoyne, Hon John Ford, my colleague from 
the Mining and Pastoral Region, of funding for the Piyarli Yardi Aboriginal Heritage and Cultural Centre in 
Carnarvon.  The funding for that centre will amount to $153 000 a year over the next four years.  That will 
provide the centre with the ability to establish a management board and appoint a centre manager.  It will also 
provide an office fit-out for a functional and vibrant cultural centre in Carnarvon.  The Aboriginal heritage and 
cultural centre was founded on a partnership agreement between local indigenous people and the state 
government at a cost of around $5 million.  This funding will ensure that the partnership continues, with the 
support of the state government, and that the original intent of the project is met.  The centre will be a place of 
significance for the Aboriginal people of the Gascoyne to showcase local indigenous culture and foster economic 
development opportunities for indigenous people in the Gascoyne.  The cultural centre is a premier building in 
Carnarvon, as Hon Ken Baston will attest.   
To complement this wonderful building, the state government made an election commitment to relocate the 
Carnarvon police station and the Carnarvon courthouse from the Fascine to a suitable location.  The relocation 
will not only give Carnarvon residents a state-of-the-art police station and courthouse but also allow the Fascine 
to be redeveloped into a tourist precinct that will provide small businesses in Carnarvon with new tourism 
opportunities.  The relocation has been widely talked about in the town of Carnarvon, as Hon Ken Baston would 
know.  Four possible sites have been mentioned.  That prompted me to conduct a community survey of the four 
possible sites.  Out of the around 2 500 households in Carnarvon, I received 742 returns.  That shows how much 
Carnarvon residents are involved in their community.  Fifty-nine of the households that responded to the survey, 
or eight per cent, were in favour of redeveloping the existing site in Robinson Street, 27 were in favour of the 
Brockman Park site, and 15 were in favour of the Van Dongen Park site.  The clear favourite was the site that 
was formerly owned by Gascoyne Traders, with 644 replies, or 87 per cent of the returns.   
Members may wonder how this state-of-the-art police station and justice complex will complement the cultural 
centre.  Anyone who has been to Carnarvon would know where the cultural centre is located.  Opposite the 
cultural centre is the old traders site.  As I have said, 87 per cent of the respondents believe the traders site is the 
best site for the new police station and justice complex.  If those premier buildings are built close together, it will 
provide an entry statement to the town of Carnarvon that will be second to none.  It will be one of the best entry 
statements in regional Western Australia.  To complete this entry statement to Carnarvon, I have put together a 
community submission, and the replies that I received from the survey, and I have presented that to the Attorney 
General, Hon Jim McGinty, and the Minister for Police and Emergency Services, Hon John Kobelke.  I am sure 
the state government will view the survey results as a decisive representation of community opinion.  I am 
confident that this will be reflected in the decision about where the new landmark facilities will be built.   
The commitments to Carnarvon, which were commenced by the then Gallop Labor government, have provided 
Carnarvon with the longest bridge in regional Western Australia - the Bibbawarra Road crossing across the 
Gascoyne River - at a cost of $7.1 million; a 4.25 million land-backed wharf; and funding for the Carnarvon boat 
ramp.  These commitments will continue under the Carpenter government to ensure that Carnarvon reaches its 
full potential.  
 


